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K I L T I E  K E Y N O T E S

December 2018

Director’s Notes
Andrew Dubbert, Director of Bands

This Fall has felt like it has gone by 
very quickly, and we have had many 
memorable moments this year. I 
wanted to share some highlights with 
you will have a lasting impression in my 
mind.

How about our football team!?!? 
They were phenomenal this year! This is 
by far the longest football season that I 
have even been a part of, and I enjoyed 
every minute of it. The comradery 
that is established here at Riverview 
is amazing. Our Kilties have the 
unwavering support of our team, and I 
love celebrating with the team after a 
win. It’s a good thing that fence in front 
of the band is sturdy. Coach Smithers 
and our Athletic Director, Rod Dragash, 
are extremely supportive of the band, 
and that does not happen everywhere. 
Go Rams!

We had many students who 
auditioned for All State this year, and 
each student worked very hard to put 
in a complete audition. Many of our 
students started preparing for this 
audition back in April by learning any 
scales that they did not know. In May 
the audition music came out and the 
students started the summer break 
with an aggressive mentality to work 
hard and master their audition material. 

They practiced for hours every day, 
and even came in for checkups over 
the summer. This is a mentally and 
physically exhausting process, and I 
am extremely proud of everyone who 
auditioned. We are very proud of two 
of our Kilties that were selected; Jon 
Bruzon, senior French Horn player, was 
selected for the Symphonic Orchestra, 
and Alex Garcia, junior French Horn 
player, was selected for the Symphonic 
Band.

We reached number 60 this 
year! Since the Kilties were started 
by our first Band Director Mr. Putt, 
the Kilties have earned an overall 
Superior Rating at the Florida Band 
Masters Association Marching Music 
Performance Assessment. While this 
rating is something that has turned 
into an expectation, it is certainly not 
guaranteed. Our Kilties were not given 
the rating of Superior this year — they 
earned it through many after school 
sectionals, passionate leadership, and 
disciplined rehearsal. Our staff pushed 
them very hard this year knowing 
that this band should be striving for 
a rating of “Wow.” I have the most 
sincere appreciation for all of our 
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Staff; Mr. Bruno working with the Front 
Ensemble, Mr. Weigand teaching four 
brand new pipers this year, Mrs. Dietz 
for leading another strong group of 
Highland Dancers, Ms. Cavanaugh for 
doing an outstanding job with our Color 
Guard, Mrs. Farmer for keeping all of 
our parents informed and keeping us 
Directors in line, Mr. Vagn for all the 
behind-the-scenes work and on-field 
management, and Mr. Evans for his 
wizarding math skills and exceptional 
drill cleaning abilities. We have a 
fantastic crew. Thank you so much to 
them.  

The last but certainly not least 
memory that comes to my mind is 
Richie Knight. I am so proud of our 
students as they came together to 
share some memories, support each 
other, and ultimately perform on 
Richie’s behalf. Making the RMK set 

on the field at halftime and performing 
with our Wind Ensemble was extremely 
special. It was an honor to be able to 
share our musical ability together, and 
I thank all our students for bravely 
putting their emotions on stage to do 
so. 

Parents, thank you for supporting 
your students in music, as it is a great 
activity for them to participate in. They 
have been expected to learn non-verbal 
communication skills, lead their peers, 
set and achieve long term goals, work 
in large and small groups, exert mental 
and physical discipline, and uphold 
the tradition of excellence instituted 
from Kilties before them. Many more 
challenges are to come this year, and 
this group of Kilties is ready to handle 
them.

Musically, 
Andrew Dubbert

Diana Poncelet, Uniforms
Now that marching season is over, maintaining 

uniform cleanliness will be much easier. We 
appreciate people who helped keep their uniforms 
clean and ready for each game. The uniform is a 
huge part of our identity. The Kilties should have a 
sense of pride in putting it on, and part of that pride 
is also making sure it looks its best. 

We are always in need of assistance with uniform 
repairs. Some require basic sewing skills, such as 
stitching the black ribbons and securing the bows to 
the hats to complex repairs such as jacket linings. 
We also need people willing to learn how to repair 
sporrans, which are easy to break but expensive to 
replace, and a group willing to make new flashes, 
which are very easy to make. If you can help, please 
contact me to discuss.

Diana Poncelet
941-539-5278, sddponce@yahoo.com

Continued from previous page

Uniform update
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From the President
What an amazing year we have 

had so far! The Kilties earned superior 
ratings in every category at Marching 
MPA this October, making sixty 
consecutive years of superior ratings 
for the band. We also cheered on our 
Riverview Rams football team to their 
district and regional championships and 
into the state semi-finals. The mutual 
respect and admiration between our 
football team and their beloved band is 
something that is truly rare and special 
to behold.

As we leave marching season, 
we approach new experiences and 
challenges during concert season. Our 
awesome Kiltie Band staff is working 
hard to help our musicians, dancers 
and guard prepare for concerts, Solo 
and Ensemble competition and the 
FBA Concert Band Music Performance 
Assessment, among other events.

Our kids each have a unique offering 
which they give wholeheartedly to their 
Kiltie band. That may be dance, an 
instrument, or their leadership ability. 
But our children and our band staff 
cannot perform their best without our 
support; it takes a whole team behind 
them to keep this amazing organization 
running. Thank you so much to 
everyone who has contributed in various 
ways, whether that is volunteer hours or 
your business donating a gift certificate 
towards our silent auction.

It has been wonderful to see so 
many enthusiastic new Kiltie family 
members stepping up to help out. As 
we move into the second half of our 
year, our senior parents will be stepping 
aside as their children graduate, and 
we are relying on new leaders to come 
forward. Beginning in January, our 
nominating committee will be seeking 

out the best mix of skills for next year’s 
Booster leadership team. Freshman and 
sophomore parents, the future of this 
amazing band program is in your hands, 
and we need your help. Without parents 
to assist in various leadership roles, 
our kids will not have the opportunities 
that this band program has always been 
known for.

All parents are always welcome 
and encouraged to attend our Booster 
meetings. They are the second Monday 
of each month at 7 p.m. in the band 
room. Upcoming dates are Jan. 14th, 
Feb. 11th, March 11th, April 8th, and 
May 13th. Elections will be held at the 
April 8th meeting.

As I continue in my first year helping 
to lead this amazing organization, I feel 
so blessed to have had the support and 
guidance of past Booster leaders. They 
have always been there to share their 
knowledge, insight and encouragement, 
and I have never felt alone in this 
journey. I look forward to paying it 
forward as we welcome in 2019. It’s 
going to be a great year!

Leeann Putney, Kiltie Band Booster President

Follow the Kilties

RHSKiltieBand.net

facebook.com/
rhskilties

bit.ly/
kiltiesonyoutube

http://RHSKiltieBand.net
http://facebook.com/rhskilties 
http://facebook.com/rhskilties 
http://bit.ly/kiltiesonyoutube 
http://bit.ly/kiltiesonyoutube 
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Fundraising Update
We are ending 2018 with a 

superior marching season and a super 
fundraising season!

Thank you to all the Kilties that 
participated in the Der Dutchman 
voucher sales and Honey Baked Ham 
gift card sales to raise funds in their 
trip accounts. We were able to offer the 
community an opportunity to support 
the Kilties and purchase some of the 
best in holiday fare. The Der Dutchman 
restaurant makes some of the tastiest 
pies and cookie dough in town, and 
the Honey Baked gift cards allowed 
supporters to purchase gift cards from 
just about anywhere in the United 
States. Great job in getting the word out 
and making it a goal to fund your trip 
account!

Wendy’s
Wendy’s Family Fun Night on 

Thursday, Oct. 18th, was attended by so 
many of our Kilties and their families! 
We packed the Wendy’s restaurant, and 
they were ready for us and excited to 
help the band earn funds. We had a 
surprise visit from Wendy as she passed 
out cookies in the restaurant. 

As a thank you to Wendy’s for their 
continued support, the band presented 
the manager, Darlene Flores, with a 
photo plaque to hang in the restaurant. 
The plaque features photos of the 
Kilties spelling RHS on the football field, 
in a parade, the drum dance, and the 
drum majors. The manager appreciated 
seeing what their support helps to fund. 

For those of you who may not 
know the Wendy’s, located at 8037 S 
Tamiami Trail, donates all of the cups 
that help to keep the Kilties hydrated at 
practices and games. They have been 
donating cups for many years, and this 
adds up to a huge number — keeping 
over 200 band members hydrated is no 

small feat! Be sure to stop in Wendy’s, 
look for the photo plaque and let them 
know how much you appreciate their 
support.  

PDQ
PDQ gift cards are our ongoing 

fundraiser. Cards have been on sale 
after practice for $8, which earns 
$4 in your trip account. Thank you 
to Chris Moon and Gina Holbrook for 
volunteering to be in the band room 
after practices. PDQ cards are still 
available and make great gifts! If 
you would like to purchase or have 
questions, please contact Liz Heath 
at 941-587-4169 or at fundthekilties@
gmail.com.

Liz Heath, Fundraising Chair

Liz Heath with Wendy’s staff and the photo plaque we 
presented to show our appreciation for their support.

Continued on next page
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Yard Sale
On Nov. 10th we held the Kiltie Yard 

Sale. Thank you to all the students, 
parents, grandparents, and siblings that 
came out to make this sale a success. 
Even though, the day started out with a 
thick fog, the early shoppers still found 
us under the pine trees at 8 a.m. The 
day turned out to be beautiful, with a 
steady stream of shoppers until we 
packed up at 1 p.m. The individual 
booths had an array of household 
items, baked goods, plants, furniture, 
clothing, books, and handmade jewelry. 
Thank you to Goodwill for picking up the 
donated items at the end of the day. 
Everyone had fun working to earn funds 
towards their Kiltie trip account.

Amazon
We are now officially a charity that 

you can choose when shopping on 
Amazon! Smile.amazon.com gives 
back 0.5%, as you shop to a charity 
of your choice. This is an easy way to 
support the band, just add that smile 
:) to your Amazon account by choosing 
the Riverview Kiltie Band Boosters, Inc. 
Keep this banner on your account to 
support the Kilties, as this will continue 
indefinitely. 

McCurdy’s Comedy Theatre
Now on to our first fundraiser of 

2019! We are kicking off the New 
Year with a night of fun at McCurdy’s 
Comedy Theatre! On Wednesday, 
Jan. 2nd, we will be having a Silent 
Auction in the theater from 5:30-6:45 
p.m. followed by the show featuring 
comedian Dean Napolitano, at 7 p.m. 

Before and during the show food and 
drinks will be available for purchase. 
You must be 18 years old to attend. 
Tickets are available by calling the box 
office at (941)925-3869 (let them know 
you are with the RHS Kiltie Band), or by 
following this link: 
http://www.mccurdyscomedy.com/
shows/show.cfm?shoID=289. 

This is going to be a hilariously fun 
night, and you don’t want to miss out, 
so be sure to purchase your tickets now. 
What better way to support the band 
than a fun night out with friends? Treat 
yourself and support the RHS Kiltie 
Band! 

Giving Challenge
More exciting news! The Riverview 

Kiltie Band Boosters, Inc. is on it’s 
way to becoming a Giving Partner! 
Becoming part of The Giving Partner 
program will allow the Kiltie Band to 
reach the community in numerous 
ways. We will be available to view as a 
local nonprofit on The Giving Partner 
site in Sarasota, which is hosted by the 
Community Foundation of Sarasota. 
This site allows us to promote our 
initiatives and the impact we make in 
the community available to donors. We 
will also be able to pursue grants and 
be a part of The Giving Challenge 2020. 

Thank you to Leeann Putney and 
Gina Holbrook for volunteering to attend 
the training in January and committing 
to lead the way into the future of 
fundraising for the RHS Kiltie Band 
Boosters!

Thank you Kiltie Family for making 
2018 a fantastic fundraising year! 

Continued from previous page
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Preparing for Kiltie Awards 
Night and Senior Celebration

It may seem strange to discuss our 
annual end of year celebration, but 
many things go on behind the scenes 
for that evening. This year’s celebration 
will take place on Friday, May 3rd.

For those unfamiliar with the event, 
this is an evening for all band members 
and their families to celebrate the 
success of the year. Awards are handed 
out and a portion of the evening is 
to reminisce and say farewell to our 
Senior Kilties. Afterwards we enjoy 
refreshments, dance, and have fun in 
the photo booth.

For Senior families, please start 
preparing the following items as you 
will be asked for these very soon:

5 photos of your Senior Kiltie: 1) as 
a baby or toddler, 2) elementary school, 
3) middle school, 4) photo from Senior 
year, 5) official Senior photo or nice 
photo taken during their Senior year. 
Please watch for emails after the new 
year looking for these items. These can 
be emailed directly to me at sddponce@
yahoo.com. Please do not wait until 
the deadline or after as we had to 
turn people away last year who did 
procrastinate. These photos are used as 
part of the celebration and we want to 
give everyone a chance to be part of it.

As this is my Kiltie’s Senior year, 
I will need someone to assist and 
shadow me so that this celebration 
continues in the future. There is a 
“recipe” in place with step-by-step 

directions. Much of the work is done 
from home and our amazing Kiltie 
parents jump in to help decorate the 
RPAC and cafeteria on the day of the 
event. Please contact me for further 
details if you’re interested.

Please share your input
For those who have attended the 

event last year, both students and 
parents, we would be most appreciative 
if you could fill out the following two-
minute survey. We want our evening 
to be something everyone enjoys and 
your feedback helps guide us. (The 
‘N’ number only applies to students 
answering the survey.)
www.surveymonkey.com/r/S7MSJ88

Diana Poncelet

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/S7MSJ88 
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Holiday Shopping? 
Interested in purchasing something from 
our Kiltie Store to give during the 
holidays?   Go to our Swag Store on the 
web site and order what you’d like!   
Merchandise can only be distributed until 
the last day of school on December 21.   

Quantities and sizes are limited.    

There’s something for everyone!  Only 
cash and checks accepted.    

http://www.RHSKiltieBand.net 
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Jon Heath, Field Crew

Here’s a picture of this year’s field 
crew in front of the Buckman moving 
truck. We’d like to thank the Buckman 
family for graciously letting us use their 
equipment truck over these last four 
years. Your generous contribution to our 
program is much appreciated.

We had a great Field Crew group this 
year who really stuck in there for the 
extended season. 

We will be looking forward to a great 
concert season helping backstage 
moving chairs, music stands, shifting 
the piano around, curtain duty, and 
helping with anything else needed 
backstage.

Thanks to our field crew

Shamika Smith, Volunteer Coordinator 

Thanks for all the volunteers 
who helped with the Summer Band 
Camp sessions, Ice Cream Social, 
Uniform Bar-code Application and 
Check Out, Concession Stand, Field 
Crew, Chaperones, Parking Lot, Kiltie 
Store, MPA Lunch Delivery/Setup, and 
assistance with the Fall and Winter 
Concerts. 

Together, we have poured in 
countless hours of service in support 
of the Kiltie Band — and without 
the volunteers that would have been 
difficult to do. 

We look forward to seeing new faces 
and helping hands going into the new 
year.

Please check out our website at 
https://rhskiltieband.net/ and look for 
the Signup Genius icon on the first page 
or under the Volunteers & Fundraisers 
page. This will show all the available 
openings. 

If you have never used Signup 
Genius previously, it will ask you to 
create an account. Don’t worry, it takes 
just a minute to complete the process. 
Once you’re set-up, you can select all 
the jobs you wish to volunteer for during 
the season. 

Appreciation for our volunteers

https://rhskiltieband.net/
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President  
Leeann Putney 
941-685-3179  
putneyl@comcast.net

Vice-President 
Andrea Nolte 
941-323-7637  
andreatheshredder@gmail.com

Recording Secretary 
Kathleen Hnat 
941-223-0070  
khnat@verizon.net

Treasurer 
Staci Curlee 
770-500-4011  
scurleega@gmail.com

Chaperones 
Cheryl Korwin 
941-914-6915  
kiltiechaperones@gmail.com

Dave Korwin 
941-928-9428  
kiltiechaperones@gmail.com

Field Crew 
Jon Heath 
941-587-4170  
captdoublepatch@comcast.net

Christina Rumancik 
301-801-7235  
mdrus3@yahoo.com

Concessions 
Thuy Nguyen 
941-350-1150  
ATP_NRG@hotmail.com

Concessions Asst. 
Tim Beattie  
941-724-7298  
timbeattie1@gmail.com

Gary Bolinder 
941-356-3231  
gkbolinder@verizon.net

Volunteer Coordinator 
Shamika Smith 
941-961-2024  
akim_1@hotmail.com

Trip Accounts 
Nicole Wolf 
941-378-0476  
wolf.family@hotmail.com

Fundraising  
Liz Heath 
941-587-4169  
fundthekilties@gmail.com

Business Partners 
Gina Holbrook 
941-266-3751  
gkholbrook@comcast.net

Uniforms 
Diana Poncelet 
941-539-5278  
sddponce@yahoo.com

Jorda Redhead 
941-539-6454  
jordaredhead@gmail.com

Website/Kiltie Store 
René North 
941-321-3321  
rmnorth@verizon.net

Newsletter 
Joy Mayer 
573-673-6867  
joy.m.mayer@gmail.com

Videographer 
Greg Nolte 
941-587-4801  
gregnolte1@yahoo.com

Photographer 
Sherri Brunner 
941-376-5307  
sbrunner722@gmail.com

Director of Bands: Andrew Dubbert
Assistant Band Director:  Norm Vagn
Assistant Band Director: Chuck Evans
Administrative Assistant: Kate Farmer

Bagpipes: Kevin Wiegand
Color Guard: Kayla Cavanaugh
Highland Dance: Alison Dietz

Staff  and Parent Leadership

2018–19 Booster Board & Committees

Riverview High School Kiltie Staff:
Staff: 941.923.1484 (ext. 64324) | www.RHSKiltieBand.net

mailto:putneyl@comcast.net
mailto:andreatheshredder@gmail.com
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mailto:scurleega@gmail.com
mailto:kiltiechaperones@gmail.com
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mailto:captdoublepatch@comcast.net
mailto:mdrus3@yahoo.com
mailto:ATP_NRG@hotmail.com
mailto:timbeattie1@gmail.com
mailto:gkbolinder@verizon.net
mailto:akim_1@hotmail.com
mailto:wolf.family@hotmail.com
mailto:fundthekilties@gmail.com
mailto:gkholbrook@comcast.net
mailto:sddponce@yahoo.com
mailto:jordaredhead@gmail.com
mailto:rmnorth@verizon.net
mailto:joy.m.mayer@gmail.com
mailto:gregnolte1@yahoo.com
mailto:sbrunner722@gmail.com
http://www.RHSKiltieBand.net
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Varsity Band Rehearsal Tuesday, Jan. 22 – 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm

Wind Ensemble Rehearsal Tuesday, Jan. 22 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Symphonic Winds Rehearsal Thursday, Jan. 24 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Varsity Band Rehearsal Tuesday, Jan. 29 – 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm

Symphonic Winds  
    & Wind Ensemble Rehearsal Thursday, Jan. 31 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Sousa Concert Friday, Feb. 1

Varsity Band Rehearsal Tuesday, Feb. 5 – 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm

Wind Ensemble Rehearsal Tuesday, Feb. 5 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Symphonic Winds Rehearsal Thursday, Feb. 7 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Varsity Band Rehearsal Tuesday, Feb. 12 – 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm

Symphonic Winds Rehearsal Thursday, Feb. 14 – 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm

Wind Ensemble Rehearsal Thursday, Feb. 14 – 6 pm – 8 pm

FBA District Solo/Ensemble  Feb. 15-16

Varsity Band Rehearsal  Tuesday, Feb. 19 – 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm

Wind Ensemble Rehearsal  Tuesday, Feb 19 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Varsity Band Rehearsal  Tuesday, March 5 – 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm

Wind Ensemble Rehearsal  Tuesday, March 5 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Symphonic Winds Rehearsal  Thursday, March 7 – 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm

FBA District Concert MPA  March 7, 8, 9

FBA State Solo/Ensemble  March 20, 21, 22, 23

Wind Ensemble Rehearsal  Tuesday, April 2 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Symphonic Winds Rehearsal  Thursday, April 4 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Wind Ensemble Rehearsal  Tuesday, April 9 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Wind Ensemble in Gatlinburg April 11 – 14

Wind Ensemble Rehearsal  Tuesday, April 16 – 6 pm – 8 pm

Symphonic Winds Rehearsal  Thursday, April 18 – 6 pm – 8 pm

FBA State Concert MPA  April 22 – 27

Percussion Concert April 30

Band Spring Concert  May 2

Band Awards Night  May 3

Kiltie Schedule
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Business Partners Please support our local 
Kiltie Business Partners. 

Courtesy Cleaners

3510 Webber Street
(941) 922-0676

and three other Sarasota locations
www.courtesy-cleaners.com

CenterState Bank

1100 S. Tamiami Trail, Suite 100
941-306-0105 

www.CenterStateBank.com

PDQ
Landon Rogers, 
South Sarasota 

Operating Director

5164 S. Tamiami Trail
(941) 866-1311

www.eatPDQ.com
amassengill@eatPDQ.com

Wendy’s #27
Darlen Flores,

General Manager

8037 S. Tamiami Trail
(941) 923-3198

www.wendys.com
wendys327@bfcompanies.com

Flanders Gas & Propane
Commercial & Residential Propane Tanks 

and Refills
Jeff Flanders, Owner/President

5350 McIntosh Road
(941) 927-9491

www.SarasotaPropane.com

The Original Egg 
4031 Clark Rd 
941.922.2868

www.theoriginalegg.com

Publix at The Landings
Matt Ferrugia

Store Manager
4840 S Tamiami Trail

(941) 927-9591
www.publix.com

WHERE SHOPPING 
IS A PLEASURE

Buckman & Buckman P.A.
Sarasota Personal Injury Lawyers

2023 Constitution Boulevard 
(941) 923-7700

www.buckmanandbuckman.com


